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CHENNAI: Human emotions, fam-
ily relationships, the core val-
ues of life relating to Truth,
Dharma and the code of moral-
ity, form the foundation for the
epic Ramayana, and Sage Val-
miki, while recording the entire
sequence of events, has repre-
sented in great detail, the reac-
tions and attitudes of the
people who were part of the
events in which Lord Rama
played the key role, said Sri Ka-
lyanapuram Aravamuadacha-
riar in a lecture. 

For instance, the episode
that deals with King Dasarath-
a’s coronation offer to Sri Ra-
ma, that was only to be speedily
denied and countered with the
banishment order, is one
charged with high drama and
emotions. Amidst all this up-
roar that had happened over-
night, Sri Rama displays a
remarkable equanimity of
mind. Neither had he shown
any sense of elation at the news
of the coronation, nor did he
display any disappointment at
the turn of fortune that was to
strip him of not only the king-
ship, but also the princely way
of life that he had been accus-
tomed to, and of the company
of his parents, kith and kin. 

There is much to be learnt
from this. Extreme swings of

fortune in one’s life can have a
traumatic effect and leave one’s
life shattered. Though one is
aware of the unpredictability of
life’s course, it becomes diffi-
cult when one has to come to
grips with the challenges. 

Reminding oneself of the way
Sri Rama had dealt with the sit-
uation can help cope with the
challenges of life. 

Human relationships that
need to be cherished for a life of
peaceful coexistence are shown
in an idealised form. Sri Rama
honours his father as emperor,
friend and preceptor, and is
willing to honour the word Das-
aratha had given to Kaikeyi. 

At no point of time would he
question the command of his
father. If this is the ideal filial
love, there is love and respect
between brothers, between
husband and wife, servant and
master, or king and subjects
that are delineated with a sub-
tle finesse.

When Kausalya bids farewell
to her son Sri Rama, she ex-
presses her implicit faith that
the Dharma her son upholds
will always protect him. The
emphasis on upholding Dharma
clearly emerges as the main
message to posterity. The di-
vine couple teach by their own
example the ideal way of life. 

RELIGION
Lessons for life Across

1 Takes up assumed attitude
and lies at rest (7)

5 Thing whose name is
forgotten (7)

9 A snobbish get-together in a
sound way (7)

10 Disaster following utter
collapse (7)

11 Frozen confection for a price
(3)

12 Fabric with wrinkled surface
(5)

13 Strut about in confidence (5)
14 Pleasing scrap of scandal (6)
15 A court decision that ought to

make sense (8)
18 One looks at early settlers as

leaders (8)
20 Troubles any son gets

involved in (6)
24 Send back for information

(5)
26 In the loch realised there

was some red clay (5)
27 Be back before decay (3)
28 TA’s main deployment in

constitutional strength (7)
29 Be pleased with time that

passed away (7)
30 Add sets to become most

dejected (7)
31 The first principle of an

electric heater (7)
Down

1 He is not a dreamer (7)
2 Exceedingly faultless and

satisfactory (7)
3 The French in religious group

I have which chooses
carefully (9)

4 Pen led to be designed
somehow (6)

5 Surprised, naive and awake?
(4,4)

6 Am bitter about the circuit
(5)

7 Dreamy musical piece (7)

8 Area for dramatic
representations (7)

16 Not too old to reveal one’s
years? (6,3)

17 Aggressively overbearing (8)

18 Reads by means of customs
(7)

19 Without premeditation from a
worker (7)

21 Supervise work done (7)

22 Assist one who prepares
material for printing (3-4)

23 Say this for a photograph (6)

25 Give occasion for advance
(5)
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THIS DAY THAT AGE

Indo-Pak accord
Complete agreement on all

subjects discussed was reported
in a joint communiqué issued in
Karachi on April 12 on the talks
between Mr. Mehr Chand Khan-
na, India’s Rehabilitation Minis-
ter, and Gen. Iskander Mirza,
Pakistan’s Minister of the Interi-
or. The discussions related to mi-
gration from one country to the
other, improvement in rail com-
munication and travel facilities
between the two countries and
exodus of members of the minor-
ity community from East Pakis-
tan. The communiqué said: “The
two Ministers agreed that travel
between the two countries should
be facilitated by a less cumber-
some system of visas, establish-
ment of additional checkposts
and authorised routes between
the two countries. It was agreed
to establish two authorised routes
on the West Pakistan border –
one at Khakhrapar and the other
at Gandasinghwala.” 

Constitution Bill passed
The Lok Sabha on April 12

passed the Constitution (Fourth
Amendment) Bill, the voting dur-
ing the third reading being 302 in
favour and five against, thus ful-

filling the condition that amend-
ments to the Constitution should
be passed by a majority of the
total membership of the House
and a majority of not less than
two-thirds of the members pre-
sent and voting. The one change
the Lok Sabha made in the Bill
related to the inclusion of “Jen-
mam” rights prevalent in the
States of Madras and Travancore-
Cochin, under the definition of
“Estate” in Article 31-A. This was
a sequel to the demand made by
Mr.A.K. Gopalan and Mr. K.A. Da-
modara Menon, who wanted that
power to take over large forest
lands in the hands of Jenmies
(landlords) should also be
included.

Vaccine for polio
America on April 12 hailed a

great stride forward in medical
science – the success of the new
Salt vaccine in the conquest of
polio. Sirens sounded and church
bells pealed for a minute in Syra-
cuse, New York State, as radio and
television carried the official an-
nouncement of the success of a
test involving two million chil-
dren. Publication of the report
was timed to coincide with the
tenth death anniversary of one of
the most eminent sufferers from
the disease, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt. The man who made
the evaluation of the results, Dr.
Thomas Francis, told a gathering
of scientists that the test had
shown the vaccine to be safe. 

dated April 14, 1955
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