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Divided opposition gave BJP its huge victories, before BJP’s own votes declined

Lok 
Sabha 
seats

Congress 5
1991

What happens in this elections if...

1996 1998 1999

47
1
4

BJP

BSP

SP (SJP 1991)

5 0
50 55

6 4
16 20

11
28

14
26

32.4 34.5 37.5 30.0 27.1

1991

BJP

Lok Sabha elections Assembly

Vote share (%)

1996 1998 1999 2002

9.1 21.0 21.3 22.6 23.1

1991

BSP

Lok Sabha elections Assembly

Vote share (%)

1996 1998 1999 2002

10.6 21.3 29.7 25.0 25.4

1991

SP

Lok Sabha elections Assembly

Vote share (%)

1996 1998 1999 2002

1991

17.6 8.1 5.2 16.1 8.9

Lok Sabha elections

Congress

Assembly

Vote share (%)

1996 1998 1999 2002

Lok Sabha 
elections

Phase - 1 (April 26)

Phase - 2 (May 05)

Phase - 3 (May 10)

...results of Lok Sabha 1999 are repeated with RLD joining SP

Seats in 2004 
Lok Sabha elections

Graphics by Varghese Kallada

BJP

27 29 14 9

19 39 18 3

33 28 10 2

36 23 12 8

21 40 10 8

22 25 24 8

25 29 14 11

27 15 16 16

SP+ BSP Cong.

...results of Assembly elections are repeated as alliances stood then

...results of Assembly elections are repeated with
 current alliances (RLD with SP, RKP into BJP)

...there is a 2 pp* swing to the BJP from Lok Sabha 1999

...there is a 2 pp* swing to the SP-RLD from Lok Sabha 1999

...there is a 3 pp* swing to the BSP from Lok Sabha 1999

...there is a 5 pp* swing to the BJP from Lok Sabha 1999

...there is a 8 pp* swing to the Congress from 
Lok Sabha 1999, mainly at the expense of the SP

1991-1996
1996-1998
1998-1999

Seats retained 
Percentage 
of retention

Note: The Congress’ seats and votes in 1999 includes those 
of the then alliance partner, the RLD. Index of Opposition 
(non-BJP) Unity 32.2 in 1991, 32.5 in 1996, 47.4 in 1998 
and 35.8 in 1999.

Note: Seat retention implies the same party winning the same seats across two elections.

The table presents the results of the 1999 Lok Sabha elections by the three phases of the current elections.

A majority of seats 
have changed hands in 

recent Lok Sabha 
elections

36 45%
50%
39%

40
31

BJP had a lot to defend in the second phase, the SP and the Congress in the third and fourth

Fragmentation of votes suits the BJP most, 
gains for SP would inflict most damage

Polling phase Total seats
Won Won Won Won WonVote (%) Vote (%) Vote (%) Vote (%) Vote (%)

Congress + RLD

Phase - 2 (April 26)

Phase - 3 (May 5)

Phase - 4 (May 10)

TOTAL

32

30

18

80

13

8

7

28

5

7

2

14

10

13

3

26

1

0

0

1

3

2

6

11

13.6

14.3

23.1

16.0

28.4

30.6

31.9

30.0

22.5

22.4

23.1

22.6

26.9

27.8

17.7

25.0

8.6

4.9

4.2

6.2

BJP+ BSP SP Others




